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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BPRO, EAIR, PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTERS FOR NICARAGUA 

REF: (A) MANAGUA 940 (B) STATE 42360, (C) MANAGUA 848 

1 . SIKORSKY HELICOPTER S MARKETING MANAGER FOR LATIN AMERICA, 

BOB EDEN, CALLED EMBASSY ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL SECTION FOR US TODAY 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS (MPW) TENDER FOR SIX 
HELICOPTERS (REFS A AND C). EMBOFF TOLD HIM THAT TENDER DOCUMENTS 
HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 28 AND THAT BIDS DUE 
BY APRIL 1. 

2. EDEN SAID HE HAD VISITED NICARAGUA LAST FALL AND HAD TALKED 
WITH PRESIDENT SOMOZA ABOUT CONVERTING SIKORSKY H-34 HELICOPTERS 
CURRENTLY IN NICARAGUAN AIR FORCE (FAN) INVENTORY. SOMOZA REPORTEDLY 
TOLD HIM THAT FAN MAY CONVERT THOSE HELICOPTERS TO "T" MODELS. 

EDEN DISCUSSED WITH LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF CITIBANK POSSIBILITY 
OF FINANCING CONVERSION OF THE H-34'S. EDEN EXPRESSED DISAPPOINT- 
MENT THAT PRESIDENT'S OFFICE HAD NOT CONTACTED HIM ABOUT PROPOSED 
ACQUISITION OF NEW HELICOPTERS. 

3. EMBOFF TOLD EDEN THAT THERE IS SOMECONFUSION WHETHER SIX 
HELICOPTERS SOLICITED BY MPW ARE FOR THAT MINISTRY OR ARE FOR 
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THE FAN. EMBOFF ALSO SAID THAT DEGREE OF PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN THE DEAL IS UNKNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. 

4. EDEN SAID HE MAY COME TO MANAGUA TOMORROW, MARCH 10, AND WOULD 
LIKE TO CONSULT WITH EMBASSY REGARDING HELICOPTER DEAL. IN LIGHT 

OF GUIDANCE IN REF B, MAY EMBASSY PROVIDE NORMAL COMMERCIAL ASSIS- 
TANCE TO THIS-AND POSSIBLY OTHER- WOULD-BE AMERICAN SUPPLIERS OF 
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HELICOPTERS UNDER MPW TENDER? PLEASE REPLY ASAP. 

THEBERGE 
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